MMIG46 “Joint Flight Activities” 2002

· 27. April 2002  Arrival in Menorca

All members / friends of the Africa 2002 Trip will fly in to Menorca airport  on 
April, 27. 2002 between 12:00 – 14:00 UTC. Everybody takes own transportation (taxi) to the nearby Hotel. 

Reception will take place at 19:00 local (17:00 UTC) in the Hotel. 

Will have all the time to get familiar, talk about the trip, e.t.c.


Menorca is just 35 miles long and miles wide with few mostly laid back beach resorts and around 120 beaches, coves, bays, and harbours around the rocky coastline. There are several excellent prehistoric sites and places of historic interest, including grand Menorcan country farmhouses. 

· 28. April 2002 Depature Menorca for  Tamanrasset (Algier) 

· with a stop in Ghardaia for refueling
2 nights in the area of Tamanrasset

Meet the Tuareg! 

2 nights in an original Tuareg tent (full board) (You have to bring your own sleeping bag) 

½ day excursion into the Hoggar mountains
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Tamanrasset Arabic: tamanghasit
City in Algeria with 40,000 inhabitants.[image: image10.png]


Tamanrasset is situated in the Sahara desert at an elevation of 1,400 metres in the Hoggar Mountains.[image: image11.png]


The economical base of Tamanrasset is trade for central Sahara, where it is by far the largest city. There is some agricultural output from the region as well, of which much is sold at the markets of Tamanrasset.A large number of the people living in the city now are drought refugees from large areas in the Sahara. 

· 30. April 2002 Depature Tamanrasset for Timbuktu / 
Tombouctou  (Mali) 
· with a stop in Gao for refueling
1 night in Tombouctou Hotel Azelai (***star) 
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Exploring Mali | Africa Homepage 
Mali is a nation of unusual interest and charm. Like Egypt, Mali is a country that is intimately related to a great river--in this case, the Niger. In addition, Mali is the location of some of the continent's most interesting cultural sites. Legendary Timbuktu is located here, and in the center of the country is the magnificently dramatic Bandiagara escarpment, home to the fascinating culture of the Dogon.
Location, Geography & Climate
Mali, the largest country in West Africa, is bordered by seven other states: Algeria lies to the north and northeast, Niger to the east, Burkina Faso to the southeast and, with the Ivory Coast, to the south. On the west are Senegal and Mauritania. 
Mali is shaped a bit like a butterfly, leaning to the northwest, with a much smaller left than right wing. The larger northwestern region of the country, which extends into the Sahara, is almost entirely arid desert or semidesert. In the central region, known as the Sahel, life follows the Niger River's annual flood cycle, with high water between August and November. In the southwestern area, rainfall and rivers are more plentiful, and this region is marginally more lush than the rest of the country. Mali's single most important geographic feature is undoubtedly the great Niger River, which traverses both the Sahel and the southeastern section of the country. The Niger, like the Nile, is both a critical source of sustenance and a major transportation artery--and in this latter capacity it is an excellent venue for boat travel.
Although most of Mali experiences only negligible rainfall, the 'rainy' season in the south extends from June through September. 
History & People 
Although Mali is today one of the poorest countries in the world, it has a long and illustrious past as an integral part of great African empires. The first of these empires was the empire of Ghana, which from the 4th to the 11th century controlled the trans-Saharan caravan routes. Ghana fell under invasions by the Muslim Almoravids, but it was soon supplanted by a the Mandinka empire of Mali. Mali reached its pinnacle of power and wealth during the 14th century, extending over almost all of West Africa and controlling virtually all of the rich trans-Saharan gold trade. It was during this period that Mali's great cities, Timbuktu and Djenne, became fabled centers of wealth, learning, and culture. Mali's power didn't last much longer. In the 15th century it fell to the Songhai, who had established their own capital at Gao. The Songhai held sway until the end of the 16th century, their empire collapsed under both internal and external pressures. The end of the Songhai empire also marked the conclusion of the regions history as a trading centre, for the trans-Saharan trade routes quickly lost their vitality after the establishment of sea routes by Europeans. 
In the late nineteenth century, Mali became a French colony, and in 1960 it became independent. The country has suffered from periods of internal and external strife, as well as from an extended drought in the early 1970s, but today it appears to by moving toward a stable, multi-party democratic government. 
Mali's population comprises a number of different peoples, including the Bambara (who are the largest single segment), the Songhai, Mandinka, Senoufo, Fula, and Dogon. The last of these groups, the Dogon, are world-renowned for their artwork, and a visit to their traditional cliffside villages is a fascinating experience. The majority of Mali's people are Muslim, and the official language is French. Bambara, however, is the country's true lingua franca.

Timbuktu or Tombouctou, city, central Mali, on the southern edge of the Sahara, just north of the great bend of the Niger River. It is connected with the Niger by canals and is served by the small river port of Kabara. The city is a regional trade center for salt and other basic commodities. Its few manufactures include cotton textiles, leather goods, and pottery.


Timbuktu was formerly a great commercial entrepôt and an international center of Islamic learning. The city was probably founded in the late 11th century AD by Tuareg nomads. By the early 14th century, when it was incorporated into the ancient empire of Mali, Timbuktu was a leading terminus of trans-Saharan caravans and a distribution point for trade along the upper Niger. After it was conquered by the powerful Songhai Empire in 1468, the city reached its zenith as a commercial and religious center. It had a population of about 40,000 in the early 16th century. Merchants from northern African cities traded salt and cloth for gold and for black African slaves in the markets of Timbuktu. The school organized at the city's Sankoré mosque was staffed by scholars educated in the leading Islamic academies of the Middle East.
In 1591 invaders from Morocco captured Timbuktu, and thereafter the city declined, partly because of raids by Bambara, Fulani, and Tuareg and partly because commerce was diverted to other cities. By the 19th century Timbuktu was of little importance. It was later occupied (1893-94) by the French. Population (estimated) 20,500.

· 01.May 2002 Depature Timbuktu for Accra (Ghana) 

2 nights in Accra Hotel Labadi Beach (****star) 
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Accra, capital and largest city of Ghana, southeastern Ghana, on the Gulf of Guinea. Accra is an important commercial, manufacturing, and communications center. It is the site of an international airport and a focus of the country's railroad system, including a link to nearby Tema, which since 1962 has served as the city's deepwater port. Industries include vehicle and appliance assembly, petroleum refining, and the manufacture of foodstuffs, textiles, metal and wood products, plastics, and pharmaceuticals. A sprawling city, Accra presents a varied appearance, with buildings of modern, colonial, and traditional African architecture. Of note here are the 17th-century Christiansborg Castle, now the residence of the chief of state, and the National Museum (1957). Accra is the seat of the University of Ghana (1948) and several research and technical institutes.

The site of what is now Accra was occupied by villages of the Ga, the local people, when the Portuguese first visited here in the late 15th century. During the 17th century the Portuguese were forced to withdraw by the Dutch, who, along with the Danes and the English, founded rival trading posts, which became the settlements of Ussher Town, Christiansborg, and James Town, respectively. In the 19th century Great Britain purchased Dutch and Danish rights in the area, and in 1876 Christiansborg was made the capital of the Gold Coast Colony. The three separate towns grew and gradually coalesced to form the city of Accra. Much of the modern city's layout was planned in the 1920s, and since then growth has been rapid. Accra remained the capital city, when in 1957 the Gold Coast Colony became the independent state of Ghana. Population (1990 estimate) 953,500.

· 03. May 2002  Depature Accra for Bamako (Mali)
2 nights in Hotel Mandé (****star) 

½ day excursion into the Mandigo mountains (approx. 150km from Bamako)

Bamako, city, southwestern Mali, capital and largest city of the country, in the Capital District, on the navigable Niger River. It is the country's chief administrative, commercial, financial, manufacturing, and transportation center. The city is a trade center for shea-nut oil, peanuts, kapok, and cotton, and industries here produce motor vehicles, processed food, farm machinery, printed materials, metal goods, building supplies, and batteries. Bamako is linked by rail with Dakar, Senegal, on the Atlantic Ocean and is served by an international airport. Colleges of administration, engineering, medicine and dentistry, and teacher training are in the city, which also has several research institutes.
An important center of Muslim scholarship under the Mali Empire (circa 11th-15th century), Bamako was little more than a village when it was occupied by French troops under Joseph Simon Gallieni in 1883. It became the capital of the colony of French Sudan in 1908 and continued as the national capital of Mali in 1960. Population (1993 estimate) 880,000.

· 05. May 2002  Depature Bamako for Dakar (Senegal)
2 nights in Hotel Novotel (****star) 
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Dakar, city, western Senegal, the country's capital and largest city, on Cape Verde Peninsula (the westernmost point of the African continent) and on the Atlantic Ocean. The port of Dakar, one of the finest of western Africa, is equipped with modern cargo-handling facilities, including warehouses, a fueling station, and loading piers. The city's strategic location, midway between Europe and South Africa and Europe and South America, has made it an important air and maritime center. The railroad and highway center of Senegal, Dakar is also connected with other important African cities by air as well as by rail. In recent years it has become an important fishing port, particularly for tuna, as well as a fish-processing center. Other industries are peanut oil processing, sugar refining, baking, brewing, and the manufacture of soap and textiles. Notable modern buildings are an art museum and a large medical center. It is the seat of a Roman Catholic archbishop. The University of Dakar was founded in 1949; it includes the Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire, a noted center for the study of African culture.
Dakar was founded in 1857 by the French. Its commercial importance dates from 1885, with the completion of the railroad linking it with the city of Saint-Louis, Senegal, on the Sénégal River. In 1902 Dakar replaced St-Louis as the capital of French West Africa. Dakar was a French commune in Senegal from 1887 to 1924, when it was established as an autonomous district known as Dakar and Dependencies. In 1946 this district was incorporated with Senegal. During World War II Dakar was controlled by the French Vichy government until U.S. forces invaded North Africa and occupied the city from 1942 until the end of the war. Population (1992) 1,729,823.

· 07. May 2002  Depature Dakar for Quarzatate (Maroc)
2 nights in Hotel Club Hanane (****star) 
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· 09. May 2002  Depature Quarzatate for Home Airport
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